CASE REVIEWERS REQUIRED
Acute Heart Failure Study

NCEPOD are recruiting a multi-disciplinary group of healthcare professionals with a working
interest in Acute Heart Failure.
Case Reviewers will be asked to attend meetings during which they will assess case note extracts
and questionnaires and provide expert opinion on the care patients receive. A training day will be
held on 18th May 2017 at a central London location (if you are unable to make this date, training
on an ad hoc basis is possible). You would typically be required to attend 4 subsequent case
reviewer meetings at the NCEPOD offices in London. Case Review meetings will begin in June
2017 and will run for approximately 6 months. Travel expenses will be reimbursed.
We are looking for clinicians from a wide variety of specialties, including (and not exclusive to)
emergency medicine, cardiology, healthcare for the elderly, physicians in acute medicine,
anaesthesia and acute pain, coronary care, intensive care medicine, nursing (including critical
care), and surgery. We aim to recruit clinicians from different clinical grades including senior
trainees (ST6 and above) and applicants should be in current clinical practice.
Primary aim: To identify and explore avoidable and remediable factors in the process of care for
patients admitted to hospital with acute heart failure.
1) The following areas will help address the primary aim of the study
o Prompt recognition and diagnosis of heart failure and rapid initiation heart failure
pathway
o Appropriate documentation and management heart failure
o Prompt senior review and follow-up throughout admission
o Escalation of care decisions and planning including admission to critical
care/coronary care
o Assessing multidisciplinary team approach
o Assessing adequate communications with patient, families and carers
o Examining the management of the ‘acute’ end of life pathway and ceilings of
treatment including appropriateness of interventions
o Equity of access for mechanical support / transplant centre and escalation decisions
o Organisational aspects of care delivery for heart failure patients on acute, general or
cardiology wards
The data collected during these meetings will form the major part of the studies final report.
All hospitals in England, Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland and public hospitals in the Isle of Man,
Jersey and Guernsey that treat patients with acute heart failure will be included in the study.
Further information about the study can be found on our website
http://www.ncepod.org.uk/hf.html
If you would be interested in acting as a Case Reviewer for this study please send a copy of your CV
(preferably by email) including the names of two referees to the contact details below. The deadline
for applications is 27th April 2017.
NCEPOD
Ground Floor
Abbey House
74-76 St John Street
London
EC1M 4DZ

Tel:
Fax:
E-mail:
Web:

0207 251 9060
0207 250 0020
heart@ncepod.org.uk
www.ncepod.org.uk

