
6. Referral process
Introduction

To ensure optimum management of acutely ill patients it is important that the process of referral from the 

ward for critical care is well managed. This should allow timely referral of patients likely to benefit from 

critical care admission and should also minimise referral of patients for whom intensive care is thought to be 

inappropriate. These are difficult decisions and consultant involvement in the referral process is essential.

 


