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CONFIDENTIAL HEALTH ENQUIRY WINS BID TO RUN REVIEW OF CHILD HEALTH ACROSS UK 
 
The National Confidential Enquiry into Patient Outcome and Death (NCEPOD) has won the bid to run 
the three-year Child Health Review, and is expanding its work programme across Scotland for the 
first time, Chief Executive Marisa Mason says. 
 
άLΩƳ ǾŜǊȅ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōƛŘ ǘƻ Ǌǳƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘ IŜŀƭǘƘ wŜǾƛŜǿΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƘǳƎŜƭȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ 
NCEPOD. It means that we can work with mental health and paediatric services and begin to build 
relationships and work in partnership with them to improve the quality of patient care. I think this 
puts NCEPOD in an excellent position to support fundamental improvements to the quality and 
continuity of healthcare across the ŦƻǳǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΦέ 
 
NCEPOD has won the bid to run two projects as part of the three-year Child Health Review:  
 

1. ¸ƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŀŘǳƭǘǎΩ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΥ looking into care for young people who 

self-harm, have eating disorders, depression and/or anxiety. 

2. Chronic neurodisability: examining quality of care for children and young people with 

cerebral palsy as examples of disabling conditions. 

άhǳǊ ŀƛƳ ƛǎ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ŀ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ ŎƘƛƭŘǊen and young people with chronic neurodisability 
and young adults with mental health problems are cared for ς conditions that appear to be 
increasingly common in our communities. We will focus on the interface between different care 
settings, the quality of care and the transition between child and adult services that is often so 
difficult for young people. The involvement of young people and their parent carers in the 
ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƪŜȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƪΣέ aŀǊƛǎŀ aŀǎƻƴ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴǎΦ 
 
NCEPOD is working closely with the Department of Child Health at Cardiff University. Researchers 
from Cardiff and Swansea Universities will investigate the potential to link existing data systems 
focused on child health across the four nations to identify themes in the patterns of care.   
 
It is estimated that 850,000 (10%) adolescents in UK have a mental health disorder, and around 10-
13% of adolescents self-harm. A recent Office for National Statistics (ONS) survey also found that 
62,000 adolescents suffered from depression and 195,000 had anxiety disorders. 
 
Dr Mark Allsopp, NCEPOD Co-ƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ ƛƴ !ŘƻƭŜǎŎŜƴǘ tǎȅŎƘƛŀǘǊȅΣ ǎŀƛŘΥ ά¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ-
recognised and health services for these children are under resourced. I am also very concerned that 
so many young people are reporting difficulties in getting the mental health services they need in a 
timely way.  
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